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How to Apply for an ESA as a Homeschooler

Here's a step-by-step guide on how to apply for an ESA as a homeschooler in AZ!
1. Confirm Eligibility

Every AZ student from kindergarten through 12th grade is eligible. There are no income limits, and
previous enrollment in public school is NOT a requirement.

Homeschooled students can participate in ESA, but the parent/guardian must withdraw the
homeschool affidavit before signing the ESA contract. (As a homeschooler, you initially file an
affidavit of intent without your county superintendent to declare your intent to homeschool).

2. Switch Over to ESA

When you are ready to apply, submit the ESA application online through the ADE ESA portal. At
this point, you have withdrawn your homeschool affidavit because ESA students cannot hold both
simultaneously.

3. Gather the Required Docs
To apply, you are going to need

e Birth certificate (child needs to be at least age 5 by January 1 of the contract year)
e Proof of AZ residency (use a utility bill, lease, etc.)
e Special needs documentation (if applicable): IEP, MET, or 504 Plan.

4. Submit Your Application!

The ESA applications are accepted year round. However, the application for the following school
year opens typically around mid-May.

To apply via ADE Connect, go to “Welcome to the ESA section” and then press “Apply Now
For The 2025-2026 School Year.” You will then fill out the application.

5. Sign the ESA Contract

Once your child is approved, ADE will send a contract that outlines the specific education
requirements (i.e., it says to teach your child reading, grammar, math, social studies, and
science).

6. Access Funds via ClassWallet


https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/10/H.B.%202853%20FAQ%20-%20UPDATED_0.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/10/H.B.%202853%20FAQ%20-%20UPDATED_0.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/esa/
https://www.azed.gov/esa/eligibility-requirements#:~:text=%C2%A0Universal%20student%20grades%20kindergarten%20through%20twelve
https://arizonaempowermentscholarship.org/eligibility-requirements/#:~:text=Proof%20of%20Residency%20Document%20in%20the%20Applicant%E2%80%99s%20Name%20(parent/guardian%20applying)
https://disabilityrightsaz.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/SE5-Empowerment-Scholarship-Accounts.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/esa/
https://esaportal.azed.gov/Account
https://esaportal.azed.gov/Account
https://www.azed.gov/esa/esa-support#:~:text=By%20accepting%20an%20ESA%2C%20the%20student%27s%C2%A0parent%20or%20guardian%C2%A0is%20signing%C2%A0a%20contract%20agreeing%20to%20provide%20an%C2%A0education%20that%20includes%C2%A0at%20least%20the%20following%20subjects%3A%20reading%2C%20grammar%2C%20mathematics%2C%C2%A0social%20studies%20and%20science.%C2%A0
https://www.azed.gov/esa/esa-support#:~:text=By%20accepting%20an%20ESA%2C%20the%20student%27s%C2%A0parent%20or%20guardian%C2%A0is%20signing%C2%A0a%20contract%20agreeing%20to%20provide%20an%C2%A0education%20that%20includes%C2%A0at%20least%20the%20following%20subjects%3A%20reading%2C%20grammar%2C%20mathematics%2C%C2%A0social%20studies%20and%20science.%C2%A0

After the contract is signed, your child gets a ClassWallet ESA account (typically within ~3 weeks).
These funds are disbursed in quarterly installments (For example, Quarter 1 is from
July-September).

7. Use Funds for Approved Homeschool Expenses

ESA dollars cover things like curriculum, tutor, online programs, supplies, and more. All these
purchases must support approved subjects and if submitting supplemental items, include the
curriculum that they support. If you want to learn how to write a curriculum with Al, click here!

8. Monitor Approvals & Funds

ClassWallet requires you to submit receipts or vendor invoices when you purchase something
through ESA. Approval timing varies. Amazon purchases usually clear within 7 days, but other
items must take longer or require a manual review. Make sure to plan far ahead.

Helpful Resources & Contacts

ADE Website & Portal

ESA Parent Handbook 2025-26

ESA Support Line - 602-364-1969

Reach out to us at hello@loveyourschool.org


https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/03/Published-Disallowable-List-2023-03-17.pdf
https://www.loveyourschool.org/arizona/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/08/How-to-Create-a-Curriculum-with-AI.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/
https://fs.azed.gov/adfs/ls/?wa=wsignin1.0&wtrealm=https%3a%2f%2fhome.azed.gov%2fPortal%2f&wctx=rm%3d0%26id%3dpassive%26ru%3d%252fPortal%252f&wct=2025-07-16T22%3a50%3a55Z&client-request-id=bb05fccd-bfa6-4d7c-a14d-d76abc604d59&RedirectToIdentityProvider=AD+AUTHORITY
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/06/ESA%202025-2026%20Handbook.pdf
mailto:hello@loveyourschool.org
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